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HERITAGE SHEEP

Ågenetically distinct 

Ågeographically concentrated 

Åadapted to their environments

Åcommercially farmed to economically 

support the local communities in which 

they are raised
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Questionnaire

Developed and translated into local languages, data 
collected data from their local breeders associations

ÅOrigin and history

ÅFactors affecting the population trends
ïPolitical, social, environmental

ÅValues 
ïContribution to the environment, adaptation, local economy etc

ÅCurrent situation and future trends
ïPromotional activities, breeding programs, conservation 

programs etc



Major Threats

Ådecrease in public funding

Ålack of political will to support rural communities

Åpolicies and legislation, including environmental 
schemes

Ådisease

Åpredators

Åurbanisation

Åpoor return on product

Åageing population of farmers

Ålack of marketing support 

Åinbreeding

Åloss of skills
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Geographical isolation

It was estimated that there are 26/45 where 90% or 

more of the total number of animals is actively farmed in 

the region associated with the breed and 19/45 breeds 

where >95% of the breed is concentrated
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Geographical Representation of the data 

collected

ÅCombine the information on the breeds, threats, 

values, trends etc with the geographical location 

ïdeeper understanding of the current situation and the 

perspectives 

ïwider dissemination of the outputs to stakeholders 

ïtool for decision making

60th EAAP Annual Meeting, Barcelona, 24-27 August 2009



ÅCompleting the database with geographical data 

fields at NUTS3 level 

ÅModification of the database format to 

geodatabase

ÅCreation of a dynamic application running under 

ARCGIS server
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